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Hammond Center for Assisted Living Celebrates 6-year Anniversary   

 
 

(Grinnell, IA – March 5, 2025)  The Hammond Center for Assisted Living celebrated its 6-year 

anniversary on March 4 with a special party for tenants and staff. The anniversary theme was “It is year 

#SIX, Glad you are part of our MIX.”   

 

An entertaining game of “Tenant Jeopardy” was presented by Manager/RN Sammi Bryan which included 

something unique about each tenant for everyone to guess “Who am I.”  According to Sammi, this person 

loves Christmas almost as much as she does! She loves her jewelry, especially rings. She also enjoys 

scratching off lottery tickets (Betty Rowell). This person is a night owl and likes to stay up late watching 

TV. She loves to play cards. She never had any children but has adopted some of the staff as her kids 

(Marge Kaloupek).  This person can always be found at the puzzle table or stepping outside without a 

coat to check the weather (Paul Sears). This person has a nickname of “Big Red.” She still goes on dates 

and colors her hair at age 91. She wears a different outfit every day! She never misses an activity (Betty 

Hammond). This person moved into the Hammond Center on April Fool’s Day! It was not a joke! 

Wednesdays with Mickey the hairdresser are automatic. She just had her first great granddaughter on     

2-22-25 (Ruth Honold). “Each tenant is so special and we have made so many wonderful memories 

together,” said Sammi. “We really are like family here at the Hammond Center.” 

 

“The national average length of stay for a tenant residing in Assisted Living continues to be 22 months 

and we have 12 tenants who have surpassed this average,” remarked Sammi. “Two tenants will celebrate 

six years of living at the Hammond Center this year – Dorothy Peak on March 19th and Bill Wilson on 

September 24th which is remarkable in itself. Currently, 11 of our 21 tenants are age 90 or above.”  

 

“This last year, four new people now call the Hammond Center “HOME” and we’ve been 100% 

occupied for 9 months,” continued Sammi. “The Hammond Center opened on March 4, 2019 and 53 

tenants have lived in the Hammond Center during this time including 10 men and 43 women.”  
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According to Sammi, the attendees dined on a delicious meal of chicken wings, shrimp cocktail, meat, 

cheese & crackers, fruit, veggies and cake prepared by the St. Francis Manor culinary staff. Activity 

Directors Julie Underhill and Cadie Horn decorated the Hammond Center beautifully to mark this special 

occasion. A balloon arch with green, pink, gold and white balloons served as a backdrop for many photos 

during the afternoon celebration. 

 

“Sammi and her staff provide excellent services and are the heart of the caring and family atmosphere 

here,” said Executive Administrator Dion Schrack. “The Hammond Center is the center of activity for 

our tenants and Seeland Park residents with daily fitness classes led by Fitness Director Callie McCaslen. 

Callie also coordinates fun events for Hammond Center tenants and Seeland Park residents to interact 

together as 11 of our current assisted living tenants were previously part of our independent living 

campus. Callie’s most recent event was an exciting game night with a great turnout of residents and 

tenants who enjoyed vibrant conversations, engaging games, friendly competitions, and, of course, 

delicious food.”  

 

For more information about the Hammond Center for Assisted Living or to schedule a tour, contact 

Sammi Bryan at 641-269-5454 or by email at sbryan@stfrancismanor.com. Currently, names can be 

added to the waiting list as all 20 Hammond Center apartments are occupied. 

 

St. Francis Manor/Hammond Center is an equal opportunity provider and employer 
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About our Life Plan Community 
Originally established in 1977, St. Francis Manor, Inc.’s Life Plan Community located in the southeast corner of Grinnell 
continues to evolve to meet the changing needs of the greater Poweshiek County area and its residents.  Its current 31-acre 
campus includes Seeland Park, a 55+ independent living community with 146 residences; the Hammond Center, a 20-
apartment assisted living community; St. Francis Manor, a nonprofit skilled nursing and long-term healthcare facility; a 
Rehabilitation Clinic providing inpatient, outpatient and in-home physical, occupational and speech therapy services; 
and Community Services which provides private-duty home healthcare. A public charity, the St. Francis Manor 
Foundation, was established in 2008 to support St. Francis Manor, Inc. in its charitable endeavors to offer individuals a 
variety of living options and services ranging from short-term care to a continuum of care. For more information 
regarding our Life Plan Community, please visit www.stfrancismanor.com. 


